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Maryland Heritage Areas ς An Overview 

{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ wŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

- to see, hear and even taste - the authentic 

heritage of Maryland in a unique way that you 

cannot experience anywhere else.  Heritage Areas 

are where the stories of the people, the land and 

the waters of Maryland, which have been 

intertwined for thousands of years, are told.  In 

Heritage Areas individuals, businesses, non-profits 

and governments form partnerships to preserve 

the best of 

Maryland's 

historic 

sites and towns, unspoiled natural landscapes and 

enduring traditions.  These tangible links to both place 

and the past encourage residents to recognize they 

have a special piece of the American story to treasure 

and share with others, and that in doing so they create 

more livable and economically sustainable 

communities. Now entering its fourteenth year of 

operation, the Maryland System of Heritage Areas has 

enjoyed steady growth, enthusiastic private and public 

support, and a record of achievement.  

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

General Assembly in 1993 with the establishment of 

the Canal Place Preservation and 

Development Authority.  This nineςmember 

organization was directed to develop an 

historic Chesapeake and Ohio (C & O) Canal 

preservation district in Cumberland known 

ŀǎ ά/ŀƴŀƭ tƭŀŎŜΦέ  

/ŀƴŀƭ tƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

to serve as άŀ Ŏŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

development and management of the lands 

adjacent to the C&O Canal, and be the 

advocate for preservation and development 
Canal Place Heritage Area 

Bestpitch Bridge ς Heart of Chesapeake Country 

Heritage Area 

Nutwell Schoolhouse ς Annapolis, London Town and 

South County Heritage Area 
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within the Canal Place Preservation District and the 

greater Cumberland area, for the purpose of 

enhancing ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣέ 

generated interest in the creation of a statewide 

program to help local governments foster economic 

development through heritage tourism.  Elements 

of the Canal Place model, combined with lessons 

learned from other existing state heritage area 

programs, formed the basis for the Maryland 

Heritage Areas Program, which was created by 

legislation in 1996. 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ 

and 

State certified regions where public and private 

partners make commitments to preserving 

historical, cultural, archaeological and natural 

resources for sustainable economic development 

through heritage tourism.  At the local level, 

Heritage Areas focus community attention on often 

under-appreciated aspects of history, archaeology, 

living culture, and distinctive natural areas, thus 

fostering a stronger sense of pride in the places 

where Marylanders live and work.  The Maryland 

Heritage Areas Authority (MHAA) does this through 

targeted State financial and technical assistance within a limited number of areas designated as 

ά/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀǎΦέ 

9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻǊ 

theme that makes that place or 

region different from other areas in 

the state.  These distinctive places 

exhibit tangible evidence of the 

ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ 

and districts, distinctive cultural 

traditions, singular natural 

landscapes, as well as other 

resources such as museums, parks, 

and traditional ways of life as 

revealed in food, music, and art.  This 

άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƭŀǾƻǊέ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀ 

attracts not only out-of-state visitors, 

Comus Market ς Montgomery County Heritage Area 

Harriet Tubman Display ς Baltimore Heritage Area 

Bike Rally ς Anacostia Trails Heritage Area 

 

Bike Rally ς Anacostia Trails Heritage Area 
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but locals who are also looking for an experience that is differŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ άōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 

The program recognizes that a successful Heritage Area needs to have a viable economy which 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 

sector partnerships strives to preserve and enhance the resources that make the area distinct 

and attractive to visitors.  By investing public dollars to create tourism-related products, spark 

matching private investment, and motivate local leadership, MHAA seeks to promote a 

balanced, sustainable level of heritage tourism that strengthens communities and improves the 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

  

Bike Rally ς Anacostia Trails Heritage Area 

Civil War-Era Activities, Paca House and Garden ς Annapolis, London Town and South County Heritage Area 
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Program Goals:  Enhance, Increase, Enable, Foster, and Accomplish 

The MHAA charted the future 

course for the program by 

developing seven program goals.  

These goals demonstrate the 

aI!!Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 

assets and to achieving these goals 

by means of broad-based 

partnerships: 

V TO ENHANCE the visitor 

ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 

history, culture, natural 

environment, and scenic beauty by 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ άǇǊƻŘǳŎǘέ -- 

the visitor experience. 

V TO INCREASE the economic 

activity associated with tourism, 

creating opportunities for small 

business development, job growth, 

and a stronger tax base. 

V TO ENCOURAGE 

preservation and adaptive re-use of 

historic buildings, conservation of 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

authenticity of cultural arts, heritage attractions and traditions indigenous to the region. 

V TO ENABLE Marylanders and visitors alike to have greater access to and understanding 

of the history and traditional cultures of the state and to understand the important events that 

took place here. 

V TO FOSTER linkages among and between heritage attractions that encourage visitors to 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜΣ ƭƛƴƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ 

V TO BALANCE the impact of tourism activity with the quality of life enjoyed by residents. 

V TO ACCOMPLISH these goals via partnerships among local and regional leaders, non-

profit organizations, businesses, and state agencies. 

 

 

Skipjack ς Lower Eastern Shore Heritage Area 
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Program Governance: Interagency Collaboration  

Representation by nine state agencies has 

engendered interagency collaboration that is a 

major strength of the program.  In the same way 

that the heritage areas program compels diverse 

stakeholders to cooperate at the local level, 

aI!!Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀƎŜƴŎȅ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ 

state agencies to work together to pool funding 

resources, share staff expertise, and ensure that 

interests and responsibilities as diverse as history, 

archaeology, culture, natural resources, 

recreation, economic development, and 

education are factored into program activities. 

The body respƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀǎ trogram is the Maryland Heritage 

Areas Authority.  Created by legislation in 1996, the MHAA is an independent unit of state 

government housed in the Maryland Department of Planning (MDP), and is chaired by MDP 

Secretary Richard Eberhart Hall.   

The 19-member body consists of nine state officials representing the departments of Planning, 

Housing and Community Development, Transportation, Business and Economic Development, 

Natural Resources, Agriculture, Education, 

the Maryland Higher Education 

Commission, and the State Historic 

Preservation Officer, and an additional 

ten members appointed by the Governor, 

including one representative each from 

the Maryland Association of Counties, the 

Maryland Municipal League, the Maryland 

Greenways Commission, the Maryland 

Tourism Development Board, and two 

public members, one with historic 

preservation and one with heritage 

tourism expertise. 

Program StrǳŎǘǳǊŜΥ  9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 

aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǾŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭȅ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

program defers to local communities to determine what management structure will best satisfy 

local needs, while at the same ǘƛƳŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ 

economic growth, and preservation/conservation goals. 

Train Pull ς Canal Place Heritage Area 

Smithsonian Environmental Research Center ς Annapolis, 

London Town and South County Heritage Area 
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¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ 

program is designed to be a locally-focused, 

άōƻǘǘƻƳ ǳǇέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǘƻǇ ŘƻǿƴΣέ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  

Becoming a Maryland Certified Heritage Area is 

a two-stage competitive process. First, 

communities prepare an application to become 

ŀ άwŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀΦέ  ¢Ƙis application 

can be developed from existing information and 

generally outlines what is unique about the 

ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ 

the goals and objectives of creating a specific 

heritage area might be.  The recognition application must identify preliminary boundaries and 

have been approved by a formal resolution of each participating jurisdiction within the 

proposed recognized heritage area. 

hƴŎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άwŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aI!!Σ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

matching grant to prepare a management plan.  The purpose of the management plan is to 

provide a strategic action blueprint for the future of the heritage area.  In broad outline, the 

management plan should delineate the 

economic development goals and strategies for 

the area, the area-specific interpretive strategy, 

projected rehabilitation and conservation 

projects, and the necessary partnerships and 

financing needs required to achieve these goals.  

Currently there are two Recognized Heritage 

Areas: the Garrett County Heritage Area, and 

the Patapsco Heritage Greenway Heritage Area, 

within Baltimore and Howard Counties. 

The heritage area management planning 

process is locally based and wide-ranging.  Development of management plans has taken from 

one to five years to complete.  This is due largely to the amount of public outreach necessary to 

involve key stakeholders and allow them to reach consensus on the roles to be played by 

partners in the development and implementation of the heritage area, and to determine how 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ά¢ŀǊƎŜǘ 

LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ½ƻƴŜǎέ ό¢L½ύΦ 

TIZs are smaller zones within the larger heritage area where the community has identified 

locations of high heritage tourism development potential, and within which it wishes to attract 

and focus significant interest and capital investment for rapid results.  TIZs must overlap to the 

optimal extent with existing local, state, and federal revitalization designations, and local 

governments, in partnership with private interests, must be prepared to commit resources to 

Travel Channel UK Film Shoot, Antietam National 

Battlefield ς Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area 

[ƻǊŘ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ¢ŜƴŜƳŜƴǘΣ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ 

ς Annapolis, London Town and South County Heritage Area 
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development within the zones.  MHAA funds for capital projects are focused on these TIZ areas 

for a period of ten years.  The MHAA statute was amended in 2007 to allow, in certain limited 

circumstances, for the award of capital funding to projects located outside of a TIZ, or after 

expiration of the ten-year eligibility period, provided MHAA determines the capital project is 

essential to the success of a Certified Heritage Area. 

An important feature of the Maryland Heritage Area program is the requirement for all county 

and municipal governments to amend their local comprehensive land use plan to incorporate 

ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ 

long-term commitment to the heritage area. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŜƭŜǾŜƴ ά/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀǎέ ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ όǎŜŜ ƳŀǇ ƻƴ Ŧollowing page): 

 !ƴŀŎƻǎǘƛŀ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

 ¢ƘŜ άCƻǳǊ wƛǾŜǊǎέ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀ ƛƴ !ƴƴŜ !ǊǳƴŘŜƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

 Baltimore State and National Heritage Area in Baltimore City 

 Canal Place Heritage Area in Allegany County 

 Heart of Chesapeake Country Heritage Area in Dorchester County 

 Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area in Carroll, Frederick, and Washington Counties 

 Lower Eastern Shore Heritage Area in Somerset, Worcester, and Wicomico Counties 

 Lower Susquehanna Heritage Greenway Heritage Area in Harford and Cecil Counties 

 Montgomery County Heritage Area 

 {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀ ƛƴ /ŀƭǾŜǊǘΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ 

 Stories of the Chesapeake Heritage Area in KŜƴǘΣ vǳŜŜƴ !ƴƴŜΩǎΣ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ Talbot  

    Counties 

Projects and properties throughout the eleven Certified Heritage Areas are eligible for grants 

from the MHAA Financing Fund for planning, design, rehabilitation, construction, interpretation 

(including exhibits, materials, or other appropriate products to further educational and 

recreational objectives), marketing, and programming; and to encourage revitalization and 

reinvestment in the heritage area. 

Certified Heritage Areas are also eligible for broad program support from state government.  

State agencies must prepare program statements for all Certified Heritage Areas which detail 

agency actions that provide support for compatible planning, development, use, regulation, and 

other activities.  In carrying out activities in Certified Heritage Areas, all state agencies must also 

ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ !ǊŜŀΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ 

and will not have an adverse effect on the resources of the heritage area, unless there is no 

prudent and feasible alternative. 
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Year of Heritage Area Recognition and Certification 

(*Note: No new Heritage Areas were Certified or Recognized in 2010) 

 Year Recognized or Certified 

Heritage Area 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Canal Place Heritage Area 

(*Certified by legislation) 

           

Anacostia Trails Heritage Area            

Annapolis, London Town & S. 

County Heritage Area 

           

Baltimore Heritage Area            

Heart of Chesapeake Country 

Heritage Area 

           

Lower Eastern Shore Heritage 

Area 

           

Patapsco Heritage Area 

 

           

Lower Susquehanna Heritage 

Greenway 

           

Montgomery County Heritage 

Area 

           

Southern Maryland Heritage 

Area 

           

Garrett County Heritage Area            

Stories of the Chesapeake 

Heritage Area 

           

Heart of the Civil War Heritage 

Area 

           

 

KEY: 

Date of Approval as 

Certified Heritage Areas 

 

  

Date of Approval as 

Recognized Heritage Area 

 

 

 

 

*NOTE: Becoming a Heritage Area is a two-step 

process:  

Step 1 is to become a Recognized Heritage Area;  

Step 2 is to become a Certified Heritage Area, which 

requires the development of a heritage area 

management plan, and its approval by the Maryland 

Heritage Areas Authority. 
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2010 Highlights 
The Maryland Heritage Areas Program entered its fourteenth year of operation in 2010.  At the 

conclusion of the year, the Maryland System of Heritage Areas included eleven Certified and 

two Recognized Heritage Areas. 

Garrett County Continues Development of the Management Plan Required to 

.ŜŎƻƳŜ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΩǎ 12th Certified Heritage Area 

A key component of the two-step 

process for becoming a Maryland 

Certified Heritage Area is the 

development of a Heritage Area 

Management Plan.  This plan provides 

a strategic blueprint for the 

development and implementation of a 

successful heritage area.  Upon the 

completion of a management plan and 

approval by MHAA, the heritage area 

is designated a State Certified Heritage 

Area and is eligible to receive all 

incentives and benefits offered 

through the Maryland Heritage Areas 

program, including grants, loans, and 

tax credits. 

In 2010, the Garrett County Chamber 

of Commerce, which is leading the 

effort to create a certified Heritage 

Area in the county, and its Heritage 

Area Technical Advisory Committee 

which includes representatives from 

local jurisdictions and a broad range of heritage tourism partners, continued the development 

of a Heritage Area management plan that is a prerequisite to obtaining Heritage Area 

certification from MHAA.  The management plan development process is locally based and 

includes extensive consultation with involved stakeholders, including local governments, 

businesses, non-profits, and interested individuals.  The Chamber of /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘΣ 

Peter Johnston and Associates, finalized a draft management plan and submitted it to MHAA in 

2010.  MHAA is reviewing the  draft and will provide comments to the Chamber of Commerce.  

MHAA anticipates final action on the draft management plan and certification application in 

2011.   

Casselman Bridge ς Garrett County Recognized Heritage Area 


