
"As one who was there at creation, I can authoritatively state that 

the mature Heritage Areas Program has exceeded expectations"

- J. Rodney Little, 
Former Director and State Historic Preservation Officer, Maryland Historical Trust 

“

“
Maryland Heritage Areas Program
Makes an Impact Across all Reaches of the State

Maryland Heritage Areas Program Contributes
The Maryland Heritage Areas Program contributes a combined total of $2.4 billion to the Maryland economy, supports and sustains a combined 

total of 33,815 full-time and part-time jobs throughout the state, and generates $319.8 million in economic impact. 

Heritage Areas exist where the stories of the people, the land and the waters 
of Maryland, which have been intertwined for thousands of years, are told.
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Total State & Local Taxes  $319,832,909 
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Maryland’s history, culture and landscapes are assets unique to the state, drawing 

heritage visitors year after year. Each of Maryland’s 13 certi�ed Heritage Areas are 

de�ned by the preservation of irreplicable sites and the ampli�cation of the voices 

capturing the stories and spirit of the past. Across Maryland, these distinctive areas help 

establish the identity of a place or region, creating a unique destination di�erent from 

all other areas. Heritage Areas are locally operated entities that foster public–private 

partnership to preserve historic sites and buildings, natural environments, cultural 

traditions and uniquely Maryland experiences. In June 2019, Maryland Heritage Areas 

Authority (MHAA) engaged Parker Philips, Inc. to measure the economic and societal 

contribution of Maryland’s 13 Heritage Areas, and their visitors, across the state. Each 

individual Heritage Area represents a facet of Maryland’s one-of-a-kind story.

ABOUT MHAA
The Maryland Heritage Areas Authority (MHAA) is 

an independent unit within the Executive branch of 

state government and is administered by the 

Maryland Historical Trust, an agency of the 

Maryland Department of Planning. Funding which 

is currently $6 million annually  comes out of 

Program Open Space funds. In 2019, approximately 

$5.1 million was allocated in grants.

 To read the full report: http://bit.ly/mhaaimpact2020Impact numbers represented re�ect FY19


